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IN MEMORIAM OF ANN DUVALL 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ann Duvall, who passed away on 
June 15, 2014 at her home in Sausalito, Cali-
fornia at the age of 66. Her family and friends 
are taking time this week to honor her extraor-
dinary life. Fittingly, the celebration will be held 
at the Pt. Reyes National Seashore. As a life-
long outdoors enthusiast, Mrs. Duvall would 
have loved nothing more than to spend time 
with her loved ones in a place so close to 
heart. 

Mrs. Duvall was known for her technological 
leadership and role in advancing free speech, 
but more than that she will be remembered for 
her kindness, her passion, and her love for 
life. Born and raised in New York, she moved 
to California after college, where she received 
a master’s degree from Stanford University, 
began her career, and met her husband of 37 
years, Bill. 

Together, the Duvalls helped found and run 
Surfwatch Software, the first program that al-
lowed users to block explicit online content 
back in the nascent days of the internet. Surf-
watch was later used—successfully—as a 
linchpin in arguments to repeal the anti-inde-
cency provisions of the Communications De-
cency Act, seen as a victory for free speech 
advocates. 

While her professional accomplishments are 
impressive, I’d be remiss not to mention her 
unyielding enthusiasm, thirst for adventure, 
and compassion for others. Mrs. Duvall ex-
celled at nearly every sport she came across, 
from tennis to swimming to cycling. A Franco-
phile and avid backpacker, she and her hus-
band hiked the entire GR10 trail in France, 
walking from the Atlantic Ocean to the Medi-
terranean Sea. But her gusto was not re-
served just for herself. Following a bout with 
breast cancer, Mrs. Duvall worked as an advo-
cate for other breast cancer patients. She had 
a way with people that left anyone she came 
across feeling welcomed and appreciated. 

Our community is a slightly darker place 
today without Ann Duvall lightening our lives. 
On the first anniversary of her passing, Ann’s 
memory prevails in our thoughts and our 
hearts. It is therefore appropriate that we pay 
tribute to her today and express our deepest 
condolences to her husband, family, and 
friends. 

f 

HONORING MR. ANDREW BUEHLER 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-

gratulating Mr. Andrew Buehler for his accept-
ance to attend the People to People World 
Leadership Forum in Washington, D.C. Found-
ed by President Eisenhower, this program has 
provided opportunities for over 500,000 poten-
tial leaders from around the world. Students 
accepted to this program are selected for their 
academic excellence, leadership potential and 
distinguished citizenship. 

Andrew’s hard work and dedication to his 
academics made him an exemplar candidate 
for the program. During his time at the forum, 
Andrew will participate in a curriculum focused 
on leadership and educational development 
with students from a variety of cultures and 
backgrounds. Andrew’s selection as a 2015 
World Leadership Forum participant is a testa-
ment to his achievements, and something that 
he and his family should be proud of. 

I ask you to join me in congratulating Mr. 
Andrew Buehler for receiving this distinctive 
honor. 

f 

MOTION TO CONCUR IN THE SEN-
ATE AMENDMENT WITH AN 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1295—THE 
TRADE PREFERENCES EXTEN-
SION ACT OF 2015 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, let me just thank 
Representative RANGEL, a real leader and 
long-time supporter of AGOA, and Represent-
ative KAREN BASS for their leadership on these 
issues. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 1295, 
to Concur in the Senate Amendment with an 
Amendment to the Trade Preferences Exten-
sion Act of 2015. 

This bipartisan bill provides for a long-term 
extension of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (AGOA), renews the Generalized 
System of Preferences, and extends the 
HOPE and HELP programs for products from 
Haiti until 2025. 

And as a senior member of the Appropria-
tions Committee and the State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Agencies Subcommittee, I 
know just how important these types of pro-
grams are to the U.S.-African relationship and 
to countries like Haiti. 

As my colleagues have stated, AGOA has 
been a cornerstone of the U.S.-African rela-
tionship and has resulted in the creation of 
thousands of jobs—in Africa and the United 
States. With continued support for AGOA, we 
also have the potential to increase small-and- 
medium businesses between U.S. and African 
jobs. 

Let me also just mention just how important 
the extension of the HOPE and HELP pro-
grams included in this bill are to Haiti. These 
programs have had a tremendous effect on 
Haiti’s economy. Haiti’s textile sector has 
made great progress in recent years, increas-

ing production by 5.84% and increasing jobs 
by 15% in 2014 alone. 

And as the author of the Assessing 
Progress in Haiti Act, which was passed into 
law last year, I know we need to do everything 
we can to continue to support programs that 
would aid its economic recovery—particularly 
after the devastating earthquake in 2010. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant bill. 

f 

HONORING SHERIFF JOHN H. 
RUTHERFORD FOR MORE THAN 
40 YEARS OF SERVICE IN LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the service of Jacksonville Sheriff 
John H. Rutherford, who is retiring after 12 
years as our city’s sheriff and after serving 
more than 40 years in law enforcement. He 
has been a voice of vision and action in our 
Jacksonville community. Although law enforce-
ment always has its challenges, John’s leader-
ship style embraced the opportunities to make 
a difference and better the quality of life for 
the citizens of Jacksonville. 

Sheriff Rutherford always wore his badge 
with pride. He received expert training as a 
law enforcement professional, and he made 
sure each one of his police officers received 
the best training available. That being said, I 
can tell you that John would be the first to ac-
knowledge that though training is vital to the 
officers, it’s not everything. It is his belief that 
a police officer also must learn to respect oth-
ers who have different perspectives, beliefs, 
and histories, and to learn from them. John, a 
devout Christian, never shied away from that 
foundation in his beliefs and principles. 

The list of programs that benefitted Jack-
sonville under Sheriff Rutherford’s tenure is 
both long and varied. He believed strongly that 
we must put resources into programs for our 
youth as investments in our future and that 
crime prevention is the most cost-effective 
method of law enforcement. John utilized $3.7 
million in seized drug money for prevention 
and intervention projects that made a signifi-
cant difference in many lives. He engaged in 
the community and encouraged his officers to 
set good examples, urging them to volunteer 
as mentors, coaches, charity board members, 
and participants. 

John Rutherford is a man of vision who en-
couraged others to take courageous steps and 
make difficult decisions. He instituted crime 
fighting initiatives, such as Operation Safe 
Streets, that helped achieve the lowest crime 
numbers since records were first kept 35 
years ago. In an effort to increase citizen en-
gagement, John also established Advisory 
Councils, an initiative greatly appreciated in 
our Jacksonville community. Furthermore, 
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Sheriff Rutherford regularly participated in 
Crime Prevention Walks throughout the city to 
meet with and listen to citizens one-on-one in 
their own neighborhoods. He hosted live Inter-
net Call-In shows, established the Six Pillars 
of Character Award, and regularly recognized 
employees for their good works. In all of these 
ways, John led the 3,000 men and women at 
our Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office to become a 
vital and interwoven part in the fabric of our 
community. 

Sheriff John Rutherford led our Jacksonville 
Sheriff’s Office for 12 years. He was an effec-
tive leader and his quiet, firm voice was al-
ways listened to during times of alarm. I am 
proud to call him friend and thank him for his 
service. 

f 

NASHVILLE COMMUNITY HIGH 
SCHOOL HORNETTES 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the third state victory of the 
Nashville Community High School Hornettes 
as the Class 2A softball state champions. 

On June 6, 2015, the Hornettes won the 
Class 2A State Championship in a 1–0 victory 
over Brimfield. I would like to congratulate 
freshman Mackenzie McFeron for scoring the 
game’s only run, after reaching base on a 
bunt single. 

I would like to congratulate Coach Dempsey 
Witte for leading the team to three state tro-
phies in the past four years. I would also like 
to congratulate senior, Maci Ingram, who 
pitched for the team in all three state appear-
ances. My congratulations go out to the entire 
coaching staff and team comprised of: Maci 
Ingram, Jordi Harre, Emily Thompson, Daley 
Buchanan, Karly Stanowski, Brooke Bartling, 
Paige Kasten, Dierdra Holzhauer, Brooke 
Burcham, Mackenzie McFeron, Jordan 
Stiegman, Alli Liske, Bethany Hinkle, Charlie 
Heck, Dakota Hunter, Patrick Weathers, Joey 
Lane, trainer John Becker, and head coach 
Dempsey Witte. 

I look forward to the continued success of 
the Nashville Community High School 
Hornettes. I extend my best wishes for an-
other outstanding season next year. 

f 

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION 
ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2596) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities of 
the United States Government, the Commu-
nity Management Account, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes: 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, as a senior 
member of the Homeland Security Committee 
and Ranking member of the Judiciary Commit-

tee’s Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, 
Homeland Security, and Investigations, I rise 
in opposition to H.R. 2596, the ‘‘Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016,’’ for 
several reasons. 

I opposed the rule because Section 2 of the 
rule permits the House leadership to continue 
to be postponed through the legislative day of 
Thursday, July 30, 2015, further consideration 
of the motion to reconsider the vote by the 
House rejecting the Senate amendment to 
H.R. 1314, the ‘‘Trade Adjustment Act of 
2015.’’ 

I do not believe it is appropriate to com-
mingle in one rule subjects as complex, crit-
ical, and disparate as international trade pol-
icy, on the one hand, and authorization of In-
telligence community programs and activities, 
on the other. 

They should be considered separately, de-
bated separately, and voted on separately. 

Second, I also opposed the rule because 
the appropriations authorized by H.R. 2596 
are predicated on a continuation of the draco-
nian funding levels set by sequestration rather 
than more realistic and responsible limits to be 
negotiated and agreed to by the House and 
Senate. 

I agree with President Obama that prior to 
consideration of appropriations or annual au-
thorization bills, the House and Senate should 
first reach agreement on a fair and balanced 
budget framework that does not harm our 
economy or require draconian cuts to middle- 
class priorities. 

When applied to national security informa-
tion gathering, sequestration is harmful be-
cause it adversely affects the ability of the in-
telligence community to: provide strategic 
warning to decision-makers across all levels of 
government; improve collection technologies 
to exploit existing and future opportunities and 
increase resilience; provide cutting-edge tech-
nical analysis of counterintelligence, cyber, ad-
vanced weapons, and proliferation threats; to 
spur IC integration; and increase intelligence 
capacity by investing in critical information 
technologies. 

Third, I oppose the bill because it uses 
funds intended for Overseas Contingency Op-
erations (OCO) in a manner that is inappro-
priate. 

By ignoring the pre-negotiated terms regard-
ing war spending, H.R. 2596 seeks to take 
monies budgeted for war and defense and 
apply them to domestic defense while neglect-
ing other vital non-defense priorities of the 
American people. 

Specifically, the bill uses OCO funding to 
circumvent budget caps in defense and intel-
ligence spending and ignores the long-term 
connection between national security and eco-
nomic security and fails to account for vital na-
tional security functions carried out at non-de-
fense agencies. 

Finally Mr. Chair, I oppose H.R. 2596 on the 
merits because it contains a highly objection-
able ban on the use of funds to transfer any 
Guantanamo detainee into the United States 
or construct or modify facilities in the United 
States to house detainees transferred from 
Guantanamo. 

Also highly objectionable is the provision in 
the bill providing that nothing in the statute au-
thorizing the Privacy and Civil Liberties Over-
sight Board should be construed to allow that 
Board to gain access to information the execu-
tive branch deems to be related to covert ac-
tion. 

Mr. Chair, in this digital information age the 
federal government has at its disposal a 
wealth of resources that enable it to record, 
track, and monitor the daily activities of ordi-
nary law abiding citizens. 

The balance between liberty and security 
must be respected to preserve our way of life 
and the values that countless generations 
have fought to preserve. 

This includes taking precautionary measures 
to ensure that their lives are safe from emi-
nent danger and terrorist threats both domesti-
cally and abroad. 

I have long supported effective legislation 
that seeks to do this such as the bipartisan 
USA FREEDOM Act, which imposes nec-
essary limits on the bulk collection of tele-
communication metadata on U.S. citizens by 
American intelligence agencies, including the 
National Security Agency. 

Because I have long advocated greater di-
versity and inclusion in government con-
tracting and procurement, I am pleased that 
H.R. 2596 includes section 334, which re-
quires the Director of National Intelligence to 
submit a report to Congress regarding partici-
pation in contracting opportunities by women, 
minorities, veterans, and small businesses 
awarded by elements of the intelligence com-
munity for goods, equipment, tools, and serv-
ices. 

There are several other provisions in the bill 
that I support, including provisions: allowing 
the Department of Energy’s national labora-
tories to compete for homeland security 
grants; ensuring better understanding of FBI 
resource allocation against domestic and for-
eign threats, and the role of the FBI and DNI 
in countering violent extremism, particularly 
among young people; promoting greater over-
sight of the Intelligence Community’s relation-
ships with certain foreign partners; and giving 
intelligence support to the Ukraine. 

But, on balance, Mr. Chair, H.R. 2596 con-
tains more objectionable than salutary provi-
sions, and for that reason I cannot support the 
bill or the rule governing the terms of floor de-
bate. 

f 

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my frustration with the latest attempt to 
undermine the Affordable Care Act. I strongly 
support expanding access to quality, afford-
able health care for all Americans. Now, the 
Affordable Care Act isn’t perfect, but where 
problems arise in the law, we should work to-
gether to find solutions and fix them. But crip-
pling the law by cutting billions of dollars or 
robbing the Prevention and Public Health 
Fund is not a real solution. I’ve consistently 
opposed bills that would undermine or repeal 
the Affordable Care Act, and that’s why I can-
not support either H.R. 160 or H.R. 1190. 

I do not support the creation of the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board and believe 
that the medical device tax needs to be 
changed. I am committed to working with my 
colleagues to responsibly fund the vital pro-
grams under the ACA without stifling innova-
tion or slowing research and development. 
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Medical device manufacturers in Connecticut 
develop essential and lifesaving products that 
are critical to treating every patient whether in 
a physician’s office, a hospital, a nursing 
home, or in the field by emergency respond-
ers. They provide well-paying jobs throughout 
my district making products that are sold 
throughout our country and exported around 
the world. I will continue to call for the medical 
device tax to be responsibly replaced. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Smriti and Siddhant Ahuja for 
earning the President’s Volunteer Service 
Award for the third consecutive year. 

This prestigious award recognizes those 
who have taken action to positively serve the 
world around them. It is a great honor to earn 
this recognition once, but to receive the award 
three years in a row is outstanding. Smriti and 
Siddhant are currently juniors at Seven Lakes 
High School. Since age 4, these twins have 
spent countless hours volunteering and have 
worked hard to inspire others through commu-
nity service. We are extremely proud of Smriti 
and Siddhant, and thank their parents for con-
stantly encouraging a life of helping others. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Smriti and Siddhant Ahuja for earning the 
President’s Volunteer Service Award. We are 
excited to see where your service takes you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEFFREY L. 
BAARSTAD 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Jeffrey L. Baarstad, 
an influential and respected educator who has 
been committed to the success of our commu-
nity, and has bestowed an immeasurable and 
remarkable quality of education upon students 
in Ventura County. 

For over a decade, Superintendent Baarstad 
has served the Conejo Valley Unified School 
District with an unwavering commitment to the 
education of over 20,000 students within 27 
schools throughout the district. The Conejo 
Valley Unified School District is an essential 
resource for many residents of Ventura Coun-
ty and is one of the top ranked school districts 
in California thanks to the dedication of out-
standing educators like Superintendent 
Baarstad. 

The Conejo Valley Unified School District 
serves as a beacon, which continues to lead 
the way towards a higher standard of quality 
education and academic success for countless 
children across our community. The work that 
the Conejo Valley Unified School District has 
accomplished, with Dr. Baarstad at its helm, 
has been recognized for its distinction by 
many national and state organizations. In 

2010, Dr. Baarstad became the Super-
intendent of Conejo Valley Unified School Dis-
trict, and only three years later was recog-
nized as Superintendent of the Year by the 
Association of California School Administrators 
for his outstanding work. 

Extraordinary educators like Superintendent 
Baarstad exemplify Ventura County’s commit-
ment to education. Although Superintendent 
Baarstad will be retiring from Conejo Valley 
Unified School District, he is leaving a signifi-
cant mark on public education throughout the 
region, and an immense impact on our com-
munity. I am certain his work will continue to 
inspire educators in their own commitment to 
providing an excellent education to students in 
Ventura County. 

For these reasons, I graciously thank Super-
intendent Baarstad for his unwavering dedica-
tion as an educator for the past 35 years. It 
has been my sincere pleasure to work with Dr. 
Baarstad, whose influence will extend to many 
future generations. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ISAIAH 
CROWELL 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commend Isaiah 
Crowell, an outstanding football player and 
leader for the Cleveland Browns football team 
of the National Football League. Crowell will 
be hosting the Inaugural Isaiah Crowell Foot-
ball Camp on Saturday, June 20, 2015 at the 
A.J. McClung Memorial Stadium in Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Isaiah Crowell was born and raised in Co-
lumbus, Georgia, where he attended Carver 
High School. In high school, Isaiah excelled in 
football, track, and basketball. Upon gradua-
tion, Isaiah was a highly recruited athlete by 
the University of Alabama and the University 
of Georgia. In 2011, during a nationally tele-
vised conference, Isaiah chose to attend the 
University of Georgia. 

During his freshman season at UGA, Isaiah 
lead the football team with 850 rushing yards 
and five touchdowns, which led to him being 
named the SEC Freshman of the Year by the 
Associated Press in 2011. For his sophomore 
season, he transferred to Alabama State Uni-
versity where he was named the South-
western Athletic Conference Newcomer of the 
Year, after rushing for 842 yards and 15 
touchdowns. After two seasons, Isaiah fin-
ished fifth in Alabama State University’s his-
tory in points scored (160) and sixth in rushing 
yards (1,963). 

In the 2014 National Football League draft, 
Isaiah signed with the Cleveland Browns as 
an undrafted free agent. As a rookie, he made 
an immediate impact scoring two touchdowns 
in the season opener against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. He finished his rookie season with 
eight touchdowns and over 600 yards. Isaiah 
will enter the 2015 football season as the 
starting running back for the Cleveland 
Browns. 

But more than being a remarkable athlete, 
Isaiah has been incredibly active in the com-
munities of Columbus, Georgia and Cleveland, 
Ohio and is dedicated to giving back to both 
communities. 

This weekend, Isaiah will be hosting a foot-
ball camp that is part of the USA Football 
FUNdamentals program in partnership with 
NFL Play60. This program introduces children 
to football by teaching basic skills in a fun and 
energetic environment. Certified clinicians use 
a series of drills to show passing, catching, 
and running skills in a non-contact setting. The 
purpose of this camp is to ensure that children 
are learning and having fun while being active. 

Isaiah was selected to bring this program to 
Columbus, Georgia, through the NFL Founda-
tion’s player grant program. The Columbus 
community is proud that Isaiah plans on mak-
ing this area a priority for his charitable efforts 
throughout his NFL career and beyond. 

Mr. Speaker, I have long said that in our 
area of Middle and Southwest Georgia, we 
have some of the best, the brightest, the most 
creative, and the most talented young people 
anywhere in the world. And Isaiah Crowell 
proves that beyond the shadow of a doubt! 
This young man is a true representation of 
what it means to triumph in the face of adver-
sity. Throughout his personal struggles, Isaiah 
has shown what it means to preserve and 
chase his dreams. I support Isaiah in his NFL 
career and I am immensely proud of the spirit 
of philanthropy that Isaiah is bringing to his 
local community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District in recognizing and com-
mending Isaiah Crowell for his remarkable ac-
complishments as an athlete and for his gen-
erous heart and humble spirit as a philan-
thropist. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. GRANT JONES 
OF KUKURUZA GOURMET POPCORN 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Mr. Grant Jones, of 
KuKuRuZa Gourmet Popcorn of Seattle, on 
receiving the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion’s (SBA) Washington State 2015 Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year award. 

Today’s KuKuRuZa began modestly as Pop-
corn Pavilion in the garage of his father-in-law, 
Charles Brown. Shortly after, in 2011, Grant 
was approached by the original owners of 
KuKuRuZa with an offer to sell their business 
to Grant, who jumped at the opportunity. In 
just three short years, Grant, together with the 
strong support of his wife, Ashley, grew 
KuKuRuZa into a multimillion dollar inter-
national company. 

Since 2011, KuKuRuZa has expanded from 
one downtown Seattle location to 17 stores in 
Washington state and around the world. Dur-
ing this time, KuKuRuZa’s sales have in-
creased substantially; from $360,000 in its first 
year to $2.7 million by 2014. Much of this suc-
cess is due to strong demand for KuKuRuZa’s 
products and the company’s expansion into 
international markets, which include 13 stores 
in Japan, Korea, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. At 
the store location in Japan, for example, cus-
tomers are said to stand in line for up to two 
hours to purchase KuKuRuZa’s products. 

Despite its rapid growth into an international 
company, KuKuRuZa continues to put its con-
sumers first and strives to keep its ingredients 
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organic, fresh, and local to the Pacific North-
west. The company’s success has resulted in 
considerable growth in recent years and gen-
erated economic activity and jobs that have 
benefited Washington state. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to congratulate 
Grant Jones in receiving this year’s SBA’s 
2015 Young Entrepreneur Award. I look for-
ward to hearing further great things from Grant 
and KuKuRuZa in the years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PETER ‘‘ED’’ 
REILLY UPON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise with 
my colleague Representative JOHN LARSON of 
Connecticut to honor the long record of serv-
ice to working men and women by Peter ‘‘Ed’’ 
Reilly, retiring Business Manager and Finan-
cial Secretary of the Ironworkers Union Local 
15, of Hartford, Connecticut. Ed has been a 
leader in Local 15 for 19 years, advocating for 
his members who build the infrastructure of 
our state—buildings, transportation, water 
works and mass transit—leaving a lasting leg-
acy which will benefit Connecticut businesses 
and families for generations. He did so while 
ensuring his members receive fair wages with 
health benefits and pension security which are 
the pillars of middle class prosperity. 

During Ed’s tenure, he created and main-
tained a strong apprenticeship program pro-
viding apprenticeships to young residents of 
Connecticut—many from low income families 
who otherwise would not have had any 
chance to escape their circumstances. He lit-
erally has transformed the lives of thousands 
with his apprenticeship efforts. 

Ed has also served as a leader in Connecti-
cut’s labor community, presiding over the 
greater Hartford Building Trade Council, East-
ern Connecticut Building Trade Council, and 
Connecticut Building Trade Council. He was a 
frequent presence at the State Capitol, calling 
on his deep understanding and respect for the 
political process. Ed drew his strong political 
knowledge in part from his father Peter Reilly 
Sr., who also led Local 15 and later had a dis-
tinguished career as Commissioner of the 
State of Connecticut Department of Labor. 
The Reilly family can be proud of a compelling 
and unique political and governing legacy in 
the State of Connecticut. 

Lastly, we want to note that all of these ac-
complishments came with a high personal 
cost. Ed’s workday started at the crack of 
dawn and ended late at night, with little or no 
break, even on the weekends. Ed and his 
family—his wife Noreen and his children Peter 
and Raeanne—have earned a long and fruitful 
retirement. We both ask the full House to join 
us in extending our sincerest congratulations 
and best wishes to Ed and his family as they 
begin this new chapter of their lives. 

HONORING DR. PAUL HOMMERT 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with great 
honor to recognize Dr. Paul Hommert, Director 
of Sandia National Laboratories and President 
of Sandia Corporation as he prepares for re-
tirement. 

In 1976, Paul began his career as a mem-
ber of the technical staff for Sandia in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. Paul stood out among 
his colleagues, and gradually was given in-
creased responsibility with a broad range of 
programs and management assignments. He 
led programs supporting energy research, and 
from the mid- to late-1990s, Paul served as 
the Director of Engineering Services. 

Paul went on to become the Director of Re-
search and Applied Science at the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment in the United King-
dom, where he led the science and engineer-
ing division responsible for the country’s nu-
clear deterrent. From 2003 to 2006, Paul 
served as the lead for the Applied Physics Di-
vision at Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
charged with nuclear weapon design and as-
sessment, weapon performance code develop-
ment, and weapon science support. 

In 2009, Paul returned to Albuquerque to 
serve as the Executive Vice President and 
Deputy Laboratories Director for Sandia’s Nu-
clear Weapons Program, eventually becoming 
the Director of Sandia National Laboratories 
and President of Sandia Corporation. 

Paul has propelled Sandia to new heights, 
bolstering its reputation as the nation’s pre-
mier science and engineering laboratory for 
national security and technology innovation. In 
recognition of Paul’s efforts and accomplish-
ments, the Federal Laboratory Consortium 
named Paul Laboratory Director of the Year in 
2013 for his steadfast commitment to Sandia’s 
technology-transfer activities. 

Paul has received numerous accolades and 
achieved many accomplishments throughout 
his career. Most notably, he inspired and pre-
pared a new generation of scientists and engi-
neers who are making important contributions 
to our national security. 

It is with great honor and privilege that I 
take this moment to thank Paul for his service 
on behalf of the United States of America. I 
wish him continued happiness and an enjoy-
able, well-deserved retirement. His successes 
and contributions will always be appreciated. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CLAIRE 
KNOPF 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Claire Knopf as she is honored 
by the Monmouth County Historical Associa-
tion at its 40th annual Garden Party on June 
28, 2015. Claire’s exemplary leadership and 
contributions to the Monmouth County Histor-
ical Association and the greater Monmouth 
County area are truly deserving of this body’s 
recognition. 

A resident of Monmouth County, New Jer-
sey since 1986, Claire has been an active and 
charitable member of the community. She has 
been an outstanding leader of the Monmouth 
County Historical Association for many years, 
serving as a trustee, first vice president and 
20th president of the Board of Trustees. In ad-
dition to her work with the Monmouth County 
Historical Association, Claire has volunteered 
on the Rumson Country Day School Executive 
Council, the Leon Hess Cancer Center at 
Monmouth Medical Center Women’s Council, 
the Spring House, the Two River Film Festival 
and the Junior League of Monmouth County, 
among others. Her involvement with numerous 
local charities and organizations reflect her 
passion to help others and improve our com-
munities. Her leadership and hard work have 
greatly benefited the Monmouth County area 
and her efforts are admirable. 

Claire received her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English Literature from Boston University. 
She and her husband Woody reside in 
Rumson and are the proud parents of three 
beautiful children. 

For over 115 years, the Monmouth County 
Historical Association has provided Monmouth 
County residents and visitors with a vast back-
ground of our local history and heritage. Its ef-
forts to preserve and promote our local history 
through programs, exhibits, and resources are 
valuable to our community and help to ensure 
that this important knowledge is available for 
future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in 
thanking Claire Knopf and the Monmouth 
County Historical Association for their immeas-
urable contributions to our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CASTRO VALLEY 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT SU-
PERINTENDENT JIM NEGRI ON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize Jim Negri, Castro Valley 
Unified School District (CVUSD) Super-
intendent, on the occasion of his retirement at 
the end of this month. 

Born in Oakland and a resident of Castro 
Valley since 1985, Jim has devoted his career 
to educating students in California and, in par-
ticular, the East Bay. He earned his bachelor 
of arts degree in economics and teaching cre-
dential from the University of California, Berke-
ley, and his master of arts degree and admin-
istrative credential from Saint Mary’s College. 

Jim has played a major role in educating 
East Bay students for many years. He held a 
variety of positions in the Pleasanton Unified 
School District and the San Ramon Valley 
Unified School District as well as worked as a 
superintendent for the Acalanes Union High 
School District. Since 2009, Jim has been the 
CVUSD Superintendent. 

Jim also has been active in the field of edu-
cation administration. He served in many roles 
in the Association of California School Admin-
istrators (ACSA), such as co-chair of the State 
Curriculum, Instruction, and Evaluation Com-
mittee and President of ACSA Region VI (Ala-
meda and Contra Costa counties). 
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For his excellent work in education, Jim has 

received numerous awards. These include 
ACSA’s Outstanding Central Office Adminis-
trator (2002) and St. Mary’s College School of 
Education Alumnus of the Year (2001). 

Jim’s commitment to education is truly ex-
traordinary. I want to thank him for his years 
of dedicated service and to wish him well in 
his retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER WELCH 
OF VERMONT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, during Roll Call 
Vote number 370 on H. Con. Res. 55, I mis-
takenly recorded my vote as No when I should 
have voted Yes. 

f 

FORT BEND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
SOFTBALL TEAM 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Fort Bend Christian Academy 
softball team for their amazing 4–A district 
winning streak this past season. 

After more than 100 games, the Lady Ea-
gles maintained a remarkable winning streak 
and ended the year tied for first place. They 
were led on and off the field by an outstanding 
young player, Claire McKissick, who was se-
lected for the 4A all-state first team as a soph-
omore. Additionally, the women had a trio of 
young players selected for the all-state second 
team including Tessa Cantrell, Emily Fer-
guson, and Kati Ray Brown. The Lady Eagles 
further packed the all-district team selections 
with the achievements of senior Morgan 
Kornegay, sophomore Kendall Bohny, and 
senior Madelyn Hill. These prestigious awards 
are achieved through both athletic and aca-
demic vigor and are highly competitive 
throughout the state of Texas. We are ex-
tremely proud of all the women of the Fort 
Bend Christian Academy softball team and 
look forward to their future accomplishments. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the entire Lady Eagle softball team on an 
incredible season. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. KYLE 
WEDEKIND 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege to recognize one of my constitu-
ents, Mr. Kyle Wedekind of Winter Garden, 
Florida, for his acceptance to the People to 
People World Leadership Forum in Wash-
ington, D.C. Mr. Wedekind was selected for 
his academic excellence, leadership potential 
and exemplary citizenship. 

The mission of People to People Leadership 
Ambassador Programs is to bridge cultural 
and political borders through education and 
exchange. To this end, People to People of-
fers domestic and international educational 
programs that promote cooperation, cross-cul-
tural understanding and leadership. It is my 
hope that Mr. Wedekind benefitted greatly 
from his participation in the World Leadership 
Forum, and I wish him all the best in his future 
endeavors. 

f 

THE RAINS IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
GEORGIA 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on June 
14, heavy rains poured down hammering the 
ground and streets of Georgia the Republic of 
Georgia. 

The River Vere, a small stream that cuts 
through the center of the Georgian capital of 
Tbilisi, was transformed into a raging torrent. 

It caused flooding of an unprecedented 
scale. 

So far, 13 people have been killed. The 
flooding allowed animals to escape from the 
local zoo. Lions, bears, tigers, and jaguars re-
main on the loose. 

Homes, cars and roadways are destroyed. 
There are over 1 million residents in the cap-
ital, and it will take a long time before things 
get back to normal. 

I’ve been to Georgia—twice. Texans and 
Georgians are likeminded people; they know 
the spirit and importance of Independence. 

Still occupied by the Russians, Georgia sent 
troops to fight alongside ours in Afghanistan. 

They have been a strong and steadfast U.S. 
ally in an important and often turbulent part of 
the world. 

Americans must help our friends and allies; 
the Georgians, as they begin to rebuild their 
capital city after this historic flooding. 

From across the globe we keep the Geor-
gians in our thoughts and prayers. 

We know our Georgian friends are resilient 
and will face this natural disaster with cour-
age. We should stand by them in this effort. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, on June 15, 
2015, due to the weather, I was unavoidably 
detained while traveling to Washington, D.C. 
and missed recorded votes number 364 and 
365. Had I been present, on rollcall vote num-
ber 364, H. Res. 233—‘‘Expressing the sense 
of the House of Representatives that Iran 
should immediately release the three United 
States citizens that it holds, as well as provide 
all known information on any United States 
citizens that have disappeared within its bor-
ders,’’ I would have voted ‘‘yea’’; and on roll-
call vote number 365, H.R. 2559—‘‘To des-
ignate the ‘PFC Milton A. Lee Medal of Honor 

Memorial Highway’ in the State of Texas,’’ I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CATHEDRAL 
INTERNATIONAL ‘‘STOP THE FU-
NERAL WEEKEND’’ 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Cathedral International’s upcoming 
‘‘Stop the Funeral Weekend’’ hosted by 
Bishop Donald Hilliard, Jr. from June 18–21, 
2015. The ‘‘Stop the Funeral Weekend’’ aims 
to highlight the issue of violence in our com-
munities and I would like to join with Bishop 
Hilliard in bringing attention to this important 
issue. 

Throughout his 32 years as Senior Pastor of 
Cathedral International, Bishop Hilliard has ad-
vocated for the end of violent behavior and in-
justice through improved community relations 
and engagement. He has seen the con-
sequences of violence and the persistence of 
its existence in our communities. The ‘‘Stop 
the Funeral Weekend’’ will bring together com-
munity leaders, families and individuals to en-
courage open dialogue and the sharing of 
concerns, objectives and ideas. It will highlight 
Bishop Hilliard’s mission to promote safe envi-
ronments for our youth to live and grow. I 
commend Bishop Hilliard’s leadership and his 
ongoing efforts to address the challenges fac-
ing our communities today. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope that my col-
leagues will join me in recognizing the impor-
tance of addressing the issue of violence in 
our communities and thanking Bishop Hilliard 
and Cathedral International for its efforts to 
bring awareness to this critical issue and cre-
ating a better environment for our youth. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LAREDO BEAUTY COL-
LEGE, INC. 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate a noteworthy occasion: the fiftieth 
anniversary of Laredo Beauty College, Inc. For 
five decades, this school has served the com-
munity by providing thousands of aspiring styl-
ists with the training they need to succeed, as 
well as providing affordably priced salon serv-
ices to the general public. 

Upon its opening in 1965, Laredo Beauty 
College was the first cosmetology school in 
the Laredo area. The vision behind this signifi-
cant contribution to the community was Peggy 
Dietrick, commonly known as Ms. Peggy. At 
the time of its founding, the school only of-
fered courses in cosmetology. It has since ex-
panded to include manicuring and cosme-
tology instructor courses as well. 

Today, Laredo Beauty College has 102 stu-
dents and 17 staff members. The school is ex-
ceptional in the dedication it inspires in both 
students and staff, with many of the staff hav-
ing worked for the school for over twenty 
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years. One of the current owners, Judy Rodri-
guez, was a former student, and has been in-
volved with the school for 43 years. Peggy 
Dietrick and her niece, Deborah Dietrick, make 
up the remainder of the school’s ownership. 

In 1975, the National Accrediting Commis-
sion of Career Arts and Sciences recognized 
Laredo Beauty College for its achievements by 
conferring upon it national accreditation status. 
The school is currently a member of both the 
American Association of Cosmetology Schools 
and the Cosmetology Educators of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the Laredo Beauty Col-
lege for having been such an essential part of 
their community for the past fifty years. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF MICHAEL 
KING 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the life of one of the legends of the en-
tertainment industry, a man responsible for 
some of the greatest television touchstones of 
the past three decades: Michael Gordon King. 
Michael’s passing last month at age 67 is a 
great tragedy, but we know he leaves a tow-
ering legacy of success and an indelible mark 
on American culture. 

Michael and his late brother Robert inherited 
their business and their savvy from their fa-
ther, Charles King, who founded a modest tel-
evision syndication company named King 
World Productions in 1964. As Michael would 
recall, their father would go over every deal at 
the dinner table with his family, delving into 
the details of his transactions when Michael 
was as young as 14. Michael would take the 
title of president of King World shortly after 
graduating from Fairleigh Dickinson University, 
at the salary of $150 a week. 

When Charles King died in 1972, King 
World had one product: the distribution rights 
to ‘‘The Little Rascals.’’ Over the next 30 
years, Michael and Robert would build King 
World into an entertainment empire. 

In 1983, King World paid $50,000 to acquire 
the rights to ‘‘Wheel of Fortune.’’ With the 
hard-charging brothers traveling the country to 
secure top media markets to air the show, 
‘‘Wheel of Fortune’’ became the highest-rated 
syndicated program in history. The company 
was awarded the distribution rights to the re-
vival of ‘‘Jeopardy!’’—the enduring television 
favorite that made Alex Trebek a national icon. 

In 1986, the Kings’ launched a national talk 
show with a former Baltimore news anchor 
and local-Chicago talk show host: Oprah 
Winfrey. The Oprah Winfrey Show would be-
come one of the most widely watched and 
consequential television programs ever. 

Under the leadership of Michael and Robert, 
King World reached astounding heights. Ac-
cording to the New York Times, ‘‘On a typical 
day in the late 1980s, 90 million people 
watched at least one of the company’s three 
biggest shows—Wheel of Fortune, Jeopardy!, 
and The Oprah Winfrey Show.’’ 

Eventually, the Kings sold their company to 
CBS. Michael would serve as a consultant to 
CBS, and find a new passion for sports— 
opening a world-class boxing gym and a box-

ing promotions company dubbed King Sports 
Worldwide. 

Michael measured himself against the big-
gest legends in entertainment history. As we 
reflect on his life and his legacy, we know that 
Michael King earned his place among the 
greats. 

Michael’s passion for entertainment, his 
showmanship and eye for talent, his dedica-
tion, drive and creativity shaped some of the 
most important cultural touchstones of recent 
memory. 

I knew Michael as a father devoted to his 
family and concerned about the community. I 
hope it is a comfort to Michael’s wife, Jena, 
his children, Alexandra, Theodore, Audrey and 
Jesse, and the entire King family that so many 
people mourn their loss. Many millions around 
the world have been entertained and moved 
by Michael’s work, and are grateful for his leg-
acy. 

f 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE RE-
TIREMENT OF MASTER CHIEF 
BOB SEBASTE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Master Chief Bob Sebaste on the 
occasion of his retirement after 29 years of 
service in the United States Navy and Coast 
Guard. Master Chief Sebaste’s illustrious mili-
tary career began as a Staff Instructor in 
Balston Spa, New York. During his distin-
guished career, Master Chief Sebaste served 
assignments throughout the United States as 
Public Affairs Officer in the US Navy, Leader-
ship Instructor at Coast Guard Air Station in 
Miami, as well as Maintenance Control Officer 
for USCG Base, Boston. Notably, for three 
years, from 1990–1993, he served as an in-
structor at the Naval Nuclear Power School in 
Orlando, Florida. 

Throughout his career, Master Chief 
Sebaste continued to strive for self-improve-
ment and successfully rose through the ranks. 
He distinguished himself as a well-respected 
leader in the US Navy and US Coast Guard. 
After attending Electronics Technician School, 
Master Chief Sebaste was commissioned as a 
Reactor Operator for submarine USS Tecum-
seh in Charleston, SC. He went on to serve in 
a variety of positions including Staff Instructor 
at Reactor Plant Training, Public Affairs Officer 
in the Operational Test Support Unit and Chief 
Electronics Technician for the US Coast 
Guard Cutter MOHAWK Division. 

Behind every great serviceman and woman 
is a support network encouraging them to 
strive for greatness. I offer my gratitude to 
Master Chief Sebaste’s wife, Betty, a school 
teacher at Sandpiper Elementary School in 
Sunrise, Florida, and their three children Ra-
chel, Walter and Christopher. Following in his 
father’s footsteps, Christopher Sebaste is cur-
rently a Staff Sergeant in the United States Air 
Force, stationed in Okinawa, Japan. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe Master Chief Sebaste 
our infinite gratitude for his boundless devotion 
and years of service to our nation. It is be-
cause of individuals like Master Chief Sebaste 
that our nation remains safe and secure. I am 
honored and truly privileged to recognize Mas-

ter Chief Bob Sebaste for his dedication to the 
US Navy and Coast Guard over the past 29 
years, and offer him my best wishes for con-
tinued good health and success in the years 
to come. 

f 

LOGOS PREPARATORY ACADEMY 
BASEBALL TEAM 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Logos Prep baseball team for 
their advancement to the 3A championship 
game after winning District 6–3A. 

The Lions entered into the championship 
game with a remarkable 11–1 record and 
proudly represented the entire Fort Bend com-
munity. They were led on and off the field by 
four outstanding all-state players, including 
junior Andrew Richards, sophomore Sammy 
Kuntz, senior Makay Raven, and junior Mar-
shall Allen. Additionally, the Lions had multiple 
players voted onto the all-district and aca-
demic all-state list. These prestigious awards 
are achieved through both athletic and aca-
demic vigor and are highly competitive 
throughout the state of Texas. We are ex-
tremely proud of all the men of the Logos 
Prep baseball team and look forward to their 
future accomplishments. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the entire team in representing the Logos 
Prep Academy in the Texas State Tour-
nament. 

f 

RABBINIC LETTER ON THE 
CLIMATE CRISIS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to submit a Rabbinic Letter on the Cli-
mate Crisis. 

Today, Pope Francis released the Papal En-
cyclical, calling on all of us to address the 
global crisis of climate change. But the Encyc-
lical was not the only religious document this 
week calling for bold action. The Rabbinic Let-
ter demonstrates that leaders in the Jewish 
faith share the commitment to meeting per-
haps the greatest challenge of our time. 

The Rabbinic Letter was initiated by seven 
leading rabbis from a broad spectrum of 
American Jewish life: Rabbi Elliot Dorff, rector 
of the American Jewish University; Rabbi Ar-
thur Green, rector of the Hebrew College rab-
binical school; Rabbi Peter Knobel, former 
president, Central Conference of American 
Rabbis; Rabbi Mordechai Liebling, director of 
the Social Justice Organizing Program at the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College; Rabbi 
Susan Talve, spiritual leader of Central Re-
form Congregation, St. Louis; Rabbi Arthur 
Waskow, director of The Shalom Center; and 
Rabbi Deborah Waxman, president of the Re-
constructionist Rabbinical College. They were 
joined by Rabbi Irving (Yitz) Greenberg, a 
leader of the Orthodox community. 
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This letter makes clear the scope of the 

problem we face in combatting human-induced 
climate change. It also identifies clear and in-
disputable principles of the Jewish faith that 
prove that action on this issue isn’t just smart 
from an economic and public health perspec-
tive—it’s morally and religiously justified. 

I thank the 360 Rabbis who have already 
signed this letter, and I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to follow the guidance 
of these religious leaders on this critical issue. 
TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE, TO ALL COMMUNITIES 

OF SPIRIT, AND TO THE WORLD: A RABBINIC 
LETTER ON THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
We come as Jews and rabbis with great re-

spect for what scientists teach us—for as we 
understand their teaching, it is about the 
unfolding mystery of God’s Presence in the 
unfolding universe, and especially in the his-
tory and future of our planet. Although we 
accept scientific accounts of earth’s history, 
we continue to see it as God’s creation, and 
we celebrate the presence of the divine hand 
in every earthly creature. 

Yet in our generation, this wonder and this 
beauty have been desecrated—not in one 
land alone but ’round all the Earth. So in 
this crisis, even as we join all Earth in cele-
brating the Breath of Life that interweaves 
us all— 

You sea-monsters and all deeps, Hallelu-Yah. 
Fire, hail, snow, and steam, Hallelu-Yah. 
Stormy wind to do God’s word, Hallelu-Yah. 
Mountains high and tiny hills, Hallelu-Yah 

(Psalm 148) 
We know all Earth needs not only the joy-

ful human voice but also the healing human 
hand. 

We are especially moved when the deepest, 
most ancient insights of Torah about healing 
the relationships of Earth and human earth-
lings, adamah and adam, are echoed in the 
findings of modern science. 

The texts of Torah that perhaps most di-
rectly address our present crisis are Leviti-
cus 25–26 and Deuteronomy 15. They call for 
one year of every seven to be Shabbat 
Shabbaton—a Sabbatical Year—and 
Shmittah—a Year of restful Release for the 
Earth and its workers from being made to 
work, and of Release for debtors from their 
debts. 

In Leviticus 26, the Torah warns us that if 
we refuse to let the Earth rest, it will ‘‘rest’’ 
anyway, despite us and upon us—through 
drought and famine and exile that turn an 
entire people into refugees. 

This ancient warning heard by one indige-
nous people in one slender land has now be-
come a crisis of our planet as a whole and of 
the entire human species. Human behavior 
that overworks the Earth—especially the 
overburning of fossil fuels—crests in a sys-
temic planetary response that endangers 
human communities and many other life- 
forms as well. 

Already we see unprecedented floods, 
droughts, ice-melts, snowstorms, heat waves, 
typhoons, sea-level rises, and the expansion 
of disease-bearing insects from ‘‘tropical’’ 
zones into what used to be ‘‘temperate’’ re-
gions. Leviticus 26 embodied. Scientific pro-
jections of the future make clear that even 
worse will happen if we continue with car-
bon-burning business as usual. 

As Jews, we ask the question whether the 
sources of traditional Jewish wisdom can 
offer guidance to our political efforts to pre-
vent disaster and heal our relationship with 
the Earth. Our first and most basic wisdom 
is expressed in the Sh’ma and is underlined 
in the teaching that through Shekhinah the 
Divine presence dwells within as well as be-
yond the world. The Unity of all means not 
only that all life is interwoven, but also that 

an aspect of God’s Self partakes in the 
interwovenness. 

We acknowledge that for centuries, the at-
tention of our people—driven into exile not 
only from our original land but made refu-
gees from most lands thereafter so that they 
were bereft of physical or political connec-
tion and without any specific land—has 
turned away from this sense of interconnec-
tion of adam and adamah, toward the repair 
of social injustice. Because of this history, 
we were so much pre-occupied with our own 
survival that we could not turn attention to 
the deeper crisis of which our tradition had 
always been aware. 

But justice and earthiness cannot be dis-
entangled. This is taught by our ancient 
texts—teaching that every seventh year be a 
Year of Release, Shmittah, Shabbat 
Shabbaton, in which there would be not only 
one year’s release of Earth from overwork, 
but also one year’s sharing by all in society 
of the Earth’s freely growing abundance, and 
one year’s release of debtors from their 
debts. 

Indeed, we are especially aware that this 
very year is, according to the ancient count, 
the Shmita Year. 

The unity of justice and Earth-healing is 
also taught by our experience today: The 
worsening inequality of wealth, income, and 
political power has two direct impacts on the 
climate crisis. On the one hand, great Carbon 
Corporations not only make their enormous 
profits from wounding the Earth, but then 
use these profits to purchase elections and to 
fund fake science to prevent the public from 
acting to heal the wounds. On the other 
hand, the poor in America and around the 
globe are the first and the worst to suffer 
from the typhoons, floods, droughts, and dis-
eases brought on by climate chaos. 

So we call for a new sense of eco-social jus-
tice—a tikkun olam that includes tikkun 
tevel, the healing of our planet. We urge 
those who have been focusing on social jus-
tice to address the climate crisis, and those 
who have been focusing on the climate crisis 
to address social justice. 

Though as rabbis we are drawing on the 
specific practices by which our Torah makes 
eco-social justice possible, we recognize that 
in all cultures and all spiritual traditions 
there are teachings about the need for set-
ting time and space aside for celebration, 
restfulness, reflection. 

Yet in modern history, we realize that for 
about 200 years, the most powerful institu-
tions and cultures of the human species have 
refused to let the Earth or human earthlings 
have time or space for rest. By overburning 
carbon dioxide and methane into our planet’s 
air, we have disturbed the sacred balance in 
which we breathe in what the trees breathe 
out, and the trees breathe in what we 
breathe out. The upshot: global scorching, 
climate crisis. 

The crisis is worsened by the spread of ex-
treme extraction of fossil fuels that not only 
heats the planet as a whole but damages the 
regions directly affected. 

Fracking shale rock for oil and ‘‘unnatural 
gas’’ poisons regional water supplies and in-
duces the shipment of volatile explosive 
‘‘bomb trains’’ around the country. 

Coal burning not only imposes asthma on 
coal-plant neighborhoods—often the poorest 
and Blackest—but destroys the lovely moun-
tains of West Virginia. 

Extracting and pipe-lining Tar Sands 
threatens Native First nation communities 
in Canada and the USA, and endangers farm-
ers and cowboys through whose lands the 
KXL Pipeline is intended to traverse. 

Drilling for oil deep into the Gulf and the 
Valdez oil spill in Prince William Sound off 
the Pacific have already brought death to 
workers and to sea life and financial disas-

ters upon nearby communities. Proposed oil 
drilling in the Arctic and Atlantic threaten 
worse. 

All of this is overworking Earth—precisely 
what our Torah teaches we must not do. So 
now we must let our planet rest from over-
work. For Biblical Israel, this was a central 
question in our relationship to the Holy One. 
And for us and for our children and their 
children, this is once again the central ques-
tion of our lives and of our God. HOW?—is 
the question we must answer. 

So here we turn from inherited wisdom to 
action in our present and our future. One 
way of addressing our own responsibility 
would be for households, congregations, de-
nominations, federations, political action— 
to Move Our Money from spending that helps 
these modern pharaohs burn our planet to 
spending that helps to heal it. For example, 
these actions might be both practical and ef-
fective: 

Purchasing wind-born rather than coal- 
fired electricity to light our homes and syna-
gogues and community centers; 

Organizing our great Federations to offer 
grants and loans to every Jewish organiza-
tion in their regions to solarize their build-
ings; 

Shifting our bank accounts from banks 
that invest in deadly carbon-burning to com-
munity banks and credit unions that invest 
in local neighborhoods, especially those of 
poor, Black, and Hispanic communities; 

Moving our endowment funds from sup-
porting deadly Carbon to supporting stable, 
profitable, life-giving enterprises; 

Insisting that our tax money go no longer 
to subsidizing enormously profitable Big Oil 
but instead to subsidizing the swift deploy-
ment of renewable energy—as quickly in this 
emergency as our government moved in the 
emergency of the early 1940s to shift from 
manufacturing cars to making tanks. 

Convincing our legislators to institute a 
system of carbon fees and public dividends 
that rewards our society for moving beyond 
the Carbon economy. 

These examples are simply that, and in the 
days and years to come, we may think of 
other approaches to accomplish these eco-
logical ends. 

America is one of the most intense contrib-
utors to the climate crisis, and must there-
fore take special responsibility to act. 
Though we in America are already vulner-
able to climate chaos, other countries are 
even more so—and Jewish caring must take 
that truth seriously. Israeli scientists, for 
example, report that if the world keeps doing 
carbon business as usual, the Negev desert 
will come to swallow up half the state of 
Israel, and sea-level rises will put much of 
Tel Aviv under water. 

Israel itself is too small to calm the wide 
world’s worsening heat. Israel’s innovative 
ingenuity for solar and wind power could 
help much of the world, but it will take 
American and other funding to help poor na-
tions use the new-tech renewable energy cre-
ated by Israeli and American innovators. 

We believe that there is both danger and 
hope in American society today, a danger 
and a hope that the American Jewish com-
munity, in concert with our sisters and 
brothers in other communities of Spirit, 
must address. The danger is that America is 
the largest contributor to the scorching of 
our planet. The hope is that over and over in 
our history, when our country faced the need 
for profound change, it has been our commu-
nities of moral commitment, religious cov-
enant, and spiritual search that have arisen 
to meet the need. So it was fifty years ago 
during the Civil Rights movement, and so it 
must be today. 

As we live through this Shmittah Year, we 
are especially aware that Torah calls for 
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Hak’heyl—assembling the whole community 
of the People Israel during the Sukkot after 
the Shmittah year, to hear and recommit 
ourselves to the Torah’s central teachings. 

So we encourage Jews in all our commu-
nities to gather on the Sunday of Sukkot 
this year, October 4, 2015, to explore together 
our responsibilities toward the Earth and all 
humankind, in this generation. 

Our ancient earthy wisdom taught that so-
cial justice, sustainable abundance, a 
healthy Earth, and spiritual fulfillment are 
inseparable. Today we must hear that teach-
ing in a world-wide context, drawing upon 
our unaccustomed ability to help shape pub-
lic policy in a great nation. We call upon the 
Jewish people to meet God’s challenge once 
again. 

f 

TPA AND TPP 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I believe that 
our friends on the other side of the aisle are 
not opposed to job creation, Congressional 
oversight and global economic prosperity. But 
I predict they will unfortunately chose unions 
and outside groups over giving assistance to 
their own workers when a trade package 
comes before this body. So, because of that, 
for the first time in half a century, they will let 
this policy that is so important to their party 
expire. 

While I predict that TPA will pass, it will be 
a shame if the whole package isn’t enacted 
due to the failure of this President to work with 
members of his own party. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL 
JOSEPH MCNEIL 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, vision and re-
solve: the fertile grounds for greatness. These 
are the qualities that Major General Joseph 
McNeil exemplified when in 1960 he and three 
of his classmates protested segregation with a 
sit-in at a Woolworth store in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. 

The ‘Greensboro Four’, as they came to be 
known, were denied service at a Woolworth 
lunch counter because of the color of their 
skin. With the spirit of peaceful protest, they 
committed themselves to a sit-in, which, little 
did they know, would reverberate across the 
nation. 

With wisdom beyond his years, Joseph 
knew that strength was not in the individual 
but in the many. The Greensboro Four united 
the North Carolina A&T State University stu-
dent body by establishing the ‘‘Student Execu-
tive Committee for Justice’’ and, in the face of 
all controversy, he won the battle. Woolworth 
agreed to allow service to blacks and whites 
alike. 

Many years later, when asked in an inter-
view what he had felt at that trying time, Jo-
seph responded: ‘‘Intense sense of pride, a bit 
of trepidation’’. Not three weeks before he was 
to depart for training at a Texas Air Force 

Base was so unwilling to stand idly by in the 
face of injustice that he was arrested at a 
demonstration alongside Reverend Jesse 
Jackson. 

The Air Force saw in Joseph what everyone 
else did too. From first Lieutenant to Captain; 
from Major to Lieutenant Colonel; from Colo-
nel to Major General, McNeil excelled in every 
aspect. Today he dons the Air Force Distin-
guished Service Medal as a symbol of his 
achievements, just one the many awards Mr. 
McNeil earned. He received honorary degrees 
from North Carolina A&T State University, 
North Carolina at Wilmington, Molloy College, 
and St. Johns University in my own district. He 
is a man truly worthy of every honor bestowed 
upon him. 

Today, we honor Major General Joseph 
McNeil for his success as a civilian, a commu-
nity leader, a husband, a father, and as a dis-
tinguished member of the United States Air 
Force. May many more be made of the cloth 
from which he was cut. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RAMADAN 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the month of Ramadan, which begins 
tonight at sundown for Muslims in Connecticut 
and around the world. 

I offer my support for those marking the hol-
iday. For Muslims worldwide, this month of 
fasting is a time for prayer, reflection, and 
charitable work. 

With the constant cycle of violence plaguing 
our country and the world, let us all take this 
time to recommit ourselves to work together 
for equality and peace on earth. 

Ramadan Mubarak to all observing the holi-
day. 

f 

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO 
THE VICTIMS OF THE SENSE-
LESS SHOOTING AT THE EMAN-
UEL A.M.E. CHURCH IN CHARLES-
TON, SOUTH CAROLINA 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
a heavy heart that I rise to speak out against 
the senseless loss of innocent lives resulting 
from another senseless act of violence. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to the peo-
ple of Charleston, South Carolina, the mem-
bers of the Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Charleston, pastored by the 
Rev. Clementa Pinckney, who was one of nine 
persons slain by a gunman motivated by hate. 

Last night Rev. Pinckney, who was also a 
member of the South Carolina State Senate, 
and eight others were shot in a horrific mas-
sacre at one of the nation’s historic black 
churches. 

Mr. Speaker, it shocks the conscience that 
this shooting took place during a prayer meet-
ing in a house of sanctuary. 

These types of events should never happen, 
and should never happen in a House of the 
Lord. 

There is no place in a civilized society for 
senseless acts of violence. 

I commend Attorney General Lynch for her 
moving quickly and decisively to launch an in-
vestigation into this hate crime and bring the 
perpetrator to the bar of justice where he will 
be prosecuted to the full extent of the law. 

Mr. Speaker, as a country we have made 
major strides in equality and social justice but 
this tragedy reminds us that we still have work 
to do before Dr. King’s dream of an America 
where all live and work together in brother-
hood is realized. 

There is no place for bigotry and hatred in 
our great country and individuals who wish to 
practice hate must be rooted out and ostra-
cized. 

Mr. Speaker, this senseless act of violence 
provides us with yet another opportunity to 
teach our children that violence is never the 
answer and that we all must be compas-
sionate, inclusive, and understanding to all re-
gardless of age, economic status, race, reli-
gion, nationality or educational background 

We as a nation must live lives motivated by 
love, not hate. 

We must teach our children to be tolerant, 
to show kindness, and to embrace and cele-
brate our differences. 

Changing a culture of violence will not hap-
pen overnight but that is no excuse for failing 
to try. 

We must try. For the sake of the victims of 
Emanuel A.M.E., we must not give up. 

I ask the House to observe a moment of si-
lence in memory of the victims in South Caro-
lina, and victims of gun violence everywhere. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JANE ROZANSKI 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Jane Rozanski, a re-
markable visionary and dedicated leader to 
the aging population of Ventura County, Cali-
fornia. 

As the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Camarillo Health Care District, Jane has dem-
onstrated an outstanding commitment to pro-
viding health care and improving the access of 
medical services to seniors in our community. 
For over two decades, Jane oversaw the de-
velopment of the district, which has grown to 
serve over 35,000 residents annually. 

Under the steadfast leadership of Jane 
Rozanski, along with her highly skilled team, 
the Camarillo Health Care District embodies 
the commitment to provide quality and afford-
able medical care. The Camarillo Health Care 
District has been recognized throughout Cali-
fornia as a model of innovation and efficiency, 
has received statewide recognition as the Ex-
ecutive Team of the Year by the Association 
of California Healthcare Districts, and has 
been recognized nationally as an innovative 
and competent partner in federal projects. 

Jane has worked tirelessly to improve ac-
cess to healthcare services throughout the 
community. In addition to her impressive work 
in the Camarillo Health Care District, she has 
upheld the responsibility of a commissioner on 
the California Commission on Aging for nearly 
three years and has brought her valuable ex-
pertise on how to best serve California’s elder-
ly citizens. 
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Community advocates like Jane exemplify 

Ventura County’s impressive leadership. 
Though Jane will be stepping down from her 
position as CEO of the Camarillo Health Care 
District, her immense impact on the commu-
nity will continue to inspire the future of public 
health services. 

For her lifelong work, Jane is so deserving 
of our immeasurable gratitude. I graciously 
thank Jane for her unwavering commitment 
and dedication for the past 22 years as the 
CEO of the Camarillo Health Care District. It 
has been my sincere pleasure to work with 
Jane over the years. 

There is no doubt that Jane’s legacy will ex-
tend to future generations for her extraordinary 
commitment to excellence. As she starts this 
new chapter in her life, I wish her all the best 
in her future endeavors. 

f 

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR 
OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dr. Rodney Bell of Needville High 
School and Junior High for receiving the 
Mirabeau B. Lamar Outstanding Educator 
Award. The Mirabeau B. Lamar Award is 
given to individuals who overcame personal 
adversity and have gone on to strengthen their 
community. 

Dr. Bell, the choir director at Needville High 
School and Junior High, has shown out-
standing perseverance and an unrelenting 
dedication to the education of our future lead-
ers. For all of his efforts, the Morton Masonic 
Lodge No. 72 in Richmond has recognized 
him by giving him this prestigious award. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Dr. Rodney Bell for receiving the Mirabeau 
B. Lamar Outstanding Educator Award. Thank 
you for your positive impact on the Needville 
community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. 
JACQUELINE H. GRANT 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 
congratulations and best wishes to a great 
friend and outstanding public servant, Dr. Jac-
queline H. Grant. Dr. Grant will be leaving her 
position as the District Health Director for the 
Southwest Georgia Health District, where she 
managed public health programs in fourteen 
counties for ten years. A reception will be held 
in her honor on Thursday, June 18, 2015 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Dougherty County Health De-
partment. 

Dr. Grant is a native of Atlanta, Georgia, but 
traveled far and wide to attain different edu-
cational experiences before returning to her 
home state. She earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree from East Carolina University. 
She then received her medical degree from 

Morehouse School of Medicine, a Master’s in 
Public Health from the University of Alabama 
in Birmingham, and a Master’s in Public Ad-
ministration from Harvard University. She com-
pleted her medical residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology at Emory University. 

Dr. Grant previously served as Medical Di-
rector of the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at the University of Missouri in 
Columbia. She also served on the faculty at 
Emory University and Morehouse School of 
Medicine prior to working full-time in the pri-
vate sector from 1994–1997. 

In 2005, Dr. Grant began serving as the top 
public health official in Southwest Georgia 
when she was named as District Health Direc-
tor. Under her leadership, Southwest Georgia 
has seen incredible advancements in public 
health. The District has established an inter-
active worksite wellness program as well as 
the non-profit organization Friends of South-
west Georgia Public Health. Additionally, Dr. 
Grant has presided over district restructuring 
to improve efficiency and has provided valu-
able guidance during disease outbreaks and 
natural disasters. 

In 2009, Dr. Grant was instrumental in ob-
taining a March of Dimes grant to launch 
CenteringPregnancy, a support group for preg-
nant women that promotes positive outcomes 
throughout the gestational period and beyond. 
It is the first Public Health-administered 
CenteringPregnancy program in the state of 
Georgia as well as the first such program in 
the southern part of the state. The program 
was a great success and a second site aimed 
primarily at Hispanic women soon opened, 
while the first site continued to address the 
needs of primarily African-American women. 

A well-known and respected public health 
professional, Dr. Grant has received national 
recognition in Best Doctors of America in 
2003, and was the recipient of the Tee Rae 
Dismukes Award in 2012 and the District Pub-
lic Health Award for Excellence in Prenatal 
and Reproductive Health in 2015. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get; you make 
your life by what you give.’’ Not only has Dr. 
Grant established a legacy in public health 
leadership, but she has also done a tremen-
dous job of giving back to Southwest Georgia, 
and I am very grateful for her tireless advo-
cacy to make the community stronger and 
more healthy. A woman of great integrity, her 
efforts, her dedication, and her expertise in 
her field are unparalleled, but her heart for 
helping others is what makes these qualities 
truly worthy. 

Dr. Grant has accomplished much in her life 
but none of it would be possible without the 
love and support of her husband Steve, and 
two children, Steve, Jr. and Michael. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
and my wife, Vivian, in extending our sincerest 
appreciation and best wishes to Dr. Jacqueline 
H. Grant as she embarks upon a new journey 
in her life. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND THE NATIONAL 
HIGHWAY SAFETY ADMINISTRA-
TION 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Department of 
Transportation and the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently an-
nounced a sweeping recall that encourages 
consumers to replace airbags installed in mil-
lions of vehicles on the roads of our nation. 

The companies that manufacture the parts 
that go into the vehicles American families use 
in their daily lives have a responsibility to en-
sure their products meet the highest possible 
standards. Americans deserve the confidence 
of knowing safety features will perform their 
mission effectively. 

Government, for its part, also has a respon-
sibility. Its job is to ensure there is account-
ability in the development and implementation 
of these mechanisms, and to apply the laws of 
our country fairly and judiciously in carrying 
out its mandate. 

As the recall is implemented, the safety of 
American drivers and passengers must be our 
highest priority. We must ensure there is ac-
countability for failures in the system. But we 
also must ensure that the recall process does 
not devolve into a scorched-earth campaign 
that wrecks a vital industry, destroys jobs, and 
ultimately makes Americans less safe. 

The loss of any life in conjunction with a 
product failure is tragic and unacceptable. As 
a representative of TK Holdings stated in re-
cent testimony before the House Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, ‘‘it is unacceptable 
to us and incompatible with our safety mission 
for even one of our products to fail to perform 
as intended and to put people at risk.’’ 

This is a higher standard than the federal 
government itself embraced nearly a quarter- 
century ago, when it mandated that all cars 
and light trucks sold in the United States be 
equipped with self-deploying driver-side air-
bags. 

The federal airbag mandate was adopted by 
Congress in 1991 amid concerns by some ex-
perts that the airbags themselves could pose 
a danger to drivers and passengers in certain 
situations. Our colleagues, who authored the 
law, were aware of these concerns, but deter-
mined that the benefits far outweighed the 
risks. 

Over time, their assessment has been prov-
en correct. Thousands of lives have been 
saved by the presence of airbags as a stand-
ard feature in our vehicles. 

Every life is precious. And the reality is that 
millions of airbags and other safety products 
produced by Takata—including those made by 
the many hard-working Americans employed 
by the company and its subsidiaries here in 
the United States—have inflated successfully 
and worked as intended. Thousands of Ameri-
cans owe their lives to this success. 

Correcting the problems identified with some 
of the airbags produced by Takata starts with 
recognizing this, and acknowledging the need 
for prudence in the manner in which the fed-
eral government responds to the problems 
that have been brought tragically to light. 

We also should recognize that, in thinking 
about safety, we need to look beyond airbags 
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to the broader question of how to protect driv-
ers on the road and how to encourage them 
to drive more safely. As NHTSA itself recently 
recognized, ‘‘[o]nly a small percentage (ap-
proximately 2%) of the annual highway fatali-
ties is directly attributable to vehicle factors 
(some design issues, some owner mainte-
nance issues, some defect issues). Rather, 94 
percent of highway fatalities are related to var-
ious human factors, including driver actions, 
such as speeding, distraction, impaired driv-
ing, and not wearing a seatbelt.’’ 

No one questions the need for account-
ability in this case. My concern is with poten-
tial unintended effects of going too far in an 
effort to ensure accountability, as well as po-
tentially getting distracted from the larger issue 
of how to encourage our constituents to drive 
more safely and responsibly. 

In this instance, pushing Takata too hard fi-
nancially, for example, will not save a single 
American life. To the contrary, it will make it 
harder to ensure safe airbags are installed in 
every vehicle that needs one and potentially 
put lives at risk. Moreover, doing so could sig-
nificantly disrupt the auto sector, which de-
pends on the company for airbags, seat belts, 
and other safety features that are essential for 
protecting lives. 

Let me put this in perspective. 
Takata’s Highland Industries, headquartered 

in Kernersville, North Carolina, in my congres-
sional district, is one of the largest suppliers of 
fabric for the North American airbag market. 
My talented, hard-working constituents at 
Highland Industries take pride in their work, 
which has played a direct role over the years 
in saving thousands of American lives. In addi-
tion to helping save the lives of individuals in 
an accident, they produced the fabrics that 
have safely gotten astronauts into space, in-
cluding to the moon and back. Indeed, the flag 
planted on the moon is made of fabric that 
was produced by these hard-working Ameri-
cans in my congressional district. 

Destroying the jobs of my constituents in the 
name of safety will not make American drivers 
and passengers safer. It will ultimately make 
them less safe. 

We all mourn the American citizens who lost 
their lives tragically in accidents in which an 
airbag did not perform as intended. Their leg-
acy should be a better and stronger system of 
airbag safety in the United States, through the 
development of even more advanced airbags 
and other safety features. We owe it to their 
families to put political agendas and posturing 
aside and work together to achieve that goal. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF COL ROMNEY C. 
ANDERSON, M.D. 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the United States Congress and the U.S. Mili-
tary medical community, I congratulate Colo-
nel Romney C. Andersen, M.D. on his long-
standing dedication to our nation. 

With over 30 years of service, Colonel An-
dersen exemplifies the values of a model Sol-
dier with his utmost commitment to caring for 
the combat injured casualty. 

Colonel Anderson’s distinguished service to 
our nation began as a cadet at West Point, 

followed by leadership as an infantry officer 
and continued training including Ranger 
school. 

Dr. Andersen’s time in uniform is celebrated 
by the advancements he made in the military 
medical community. It has been my honor to 
serve under Colonel Andersen at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center; he is an irre-
placeable asset to military medicine. 

As an exemplary man of many roles, Dr. 
Romney Andersen has brought unparalleled 
virtue to himself, his family and his nation. 

Congratulations on your retirement and 
thank you for your service to the United States 
of America. 

May God bless you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VALLEY CITIES ON 
THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Valley Cities Behavioral Health 
Counseling on the occasion of their 50th anni-
versary. 

Valley Cities was first established in 1965, 
formed by members of south King County 
community who advocated for better mental 
health resources and with the belief that all 
people are capable of overcoming personal 
obstacles and barriers with proper support. 
The organization’s aim is to strengthen com-
munities through the delivery of holistic, inte-
grated behavioral health services that ‘‘pro-
mote hope, recovery and improved quality of 
life.’’ Valley Cities became a United Way part-
ner agency in 1967. 

Over the last 50 years, Valley Cities has 
grown to operate six clinics in the cities of Au-
burn, Federal Way, Kent, Renton, Des 
Moines, and Bellevue. As a reflection of the 
diversity of the 9th Congressional District, Val-
ley Cities serves clients from around the 
world. Their health clinics often provide care 
for those with low incomes and who are from 
our most underserved neighborhoods, making 
Valley Cities an important healthcare partner 
in our community. 

Today, Valley Cities remains dedicated to 
helping individuals and families through li-
censed mental health counseling, chemical 
dependency treatment for adults, family sup-
port programs, and specialized veterans serv-
ices. In recognition of the pace of change in 
south King County, Valley Cities continues to 
evolve to meet the needs of the communities 
it serves. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Valley Cities Behavioral Health 
Counseling on its 50th Anniversary. I am 
proud to have such a dedicated organization 
serving and healing community members in 
and around the 9th Congressional District of 
Washington. 

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my thoughts on the medical device 
tax. 

H.R. 160, the Protect Medical Innovation Act 
of 2015, would repeal the 2.3 percent excise 
tax on medical devices enacted as part of the 
Affordable Care Act. While I voted in opposi-
tion of H.R. 160, I recognize the concerns of 
many in the medical technology industry re-
garding the implications of an excise tax on 
medical devices. 

Under the Affordable Care Act, 16.4 million 
Americans have gained health coverage and 
access to critical health services. The tax on 
medical devices was designed as a means to 
offset the gains made by the industries that 
benefit from the law’s successful expansion of 
healthcare coverage and is a critical compo-
nent of paying for the law’s implementation. It 
is problematic that H.R. 160 does not provide 
for the cost of eliminating the tax. I do not be-
lieve that it is prudent to repeal this tax at this 
time, but we should continue to monitor its 
long-term impact and perhaps revisit the issue 
in the future. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO DI-
RECT THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
THE LIBRARY TO ACCEPT A 
STATUE DEPICTING PIERRE 
L’ENFANT FROM THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duce a bill to direct the Joint Committee on 
the Library to accept a statue depicting Pierre 
L’Enfant from the District of Columbia and to 
provide for the permanent display of the statue 
in the United States Capitol. 

Pierre L’Enfant was born in France in 1754. 
He was an engineer and an architect, and he 
traveled to the United States to serve with the 
United States in the Revolutionary War. In 
March 1791, L’Enfant was hired to develop the 
design for the District of Columbia. L’Enfant’s 
design for the city was so remarkable that it 
remains and is cherished today in the nation’s 
capital and throughout this country. L’Enfant’s 
design envisioned a federal and residential 
city with diagonal streets propelling from Con-
gress and the President’s home, beautiful bou-
levards on local streets and neighborhoods, 
and open spaces for monuments, memorials 
and historical structures, all of which largely 
remain intact, protected as a historical treas-
ure. 

In 2006, the residents of the District of Co-
lumbia chose L’Enfant as one of the top ten 
Americans that have given distinguished serv-
ice to the District, and the selection committee 
created by the D.C. Commission on the Arts 
and Humanities chose L’Enfant as the second 
statue from the District of Columbia to be 
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placed in the United States Capitol. The Dis-
trict’s first choice for a statue was Frederick 
Douglass, and I am pleased that the Douglass 
statue now sits in Emancipation Hall. Because 
the United States Capitol does not currently 
appropriately recognize the contributions of 
Pierre L’Enfant, and because D.C. residents 
and stakeholders chose L’Enfant as a distin-
guished Washingtonian, this bill would require 
the Joint Committee on the Library to place 
the Pierre L’Enfant statue in the United States 
Capitol. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

f 

CODIFICATION OF TITLE 55, 
UNITED STATES CODE, ENVIRON-
MENT 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I am introducing 
a bill to enact certain laws relating to the envi-
ronment as title 55, United States Code, ‘‘En-
vironment’’. The bill restates the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act of 1969, Reorganization 
Plan No. 3 of 1970, and the Clean Air Act, 
along with related provisions in other Acts, as 
a new positive law title of the United States 
Code. The new positive law title replaces the 
existing provisions, which are repealed by the 
bill. 

The bill was prepared by the Office of the 
Law Revision Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives as part of its ongoing responsi-
bility under 2 U.S.C. § 285b to prepare, and 
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary one 
title at a time, a complete compilation, restate-
ment, and revision of the general and perma-
nent laws of the United States. 

All changes in existing law made by the bill 
are purely technical in nature. The bill was 
prepared in accordance with the statutory 
standard for codification legislation, which is 
that the restatement of existing law shall con-
form to the understood policy, intent, and pur-
pose of Congress in the original enactments, 
with such amendments and corrections as will 
remove ambiguities, contradictions, and other 
imperfections. 

The bill is not intended to make any sub-
stantive changes in the law. As is typical with 
the codification process, a number of non-sub-
stantive revisions are made, including the re-
organization of sections into a more coherent 
overall structure, but these changes are not in-
tended to have any substantive effect. 

The bill, along with a detailed section-by- 
section explanation of the bill, can be found on 
the Law Revision Counsel Internet site at 
http://uscode.house.gov/codification/t55/ 
index.html. Interested parties are invited to 
submit comments, not later than 30 days after 
today’s date, to Tim Trushel, Senior Counsel, 
Office of the Law Revision Counsel, U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

HONORING BANDELIER 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to mark the 
75th anniversary of Bandelier Elementary 
School in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

The school opened its doors in the south-
east heights of Albuquerque which, at the 
time, seemed like the middle of nowhere. 
There were no trees, houses or structures sur-
rounding the school. 

During World War II, military planes used 
the red roof of the building to guide them into 
landing at the Kirtland Army Air Field, as it 
was known in those early years. 

The school became the center of activity as 
the community grew around it and served chil-
dren from all walks of life. Many families 
looked forward to the annual events that in-
cluded a Halloween Carnival, singing Christ-
mas Carols around a bonfire, Track and Field 
Day and the Student Safety Patrol Program. 

Over the years, the fundamental reading, 
writing and arithmetic were combined with 
music, art, track and field, baseball and soc-
cer, which created an environment for well- 
educated and well-rounded students. 

I join all the community members who are 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of Bandelier 
Elementary School. I am certain that the aca-
demic excellence, community involvement and 
exceptional learning environment will serve 
many more students in years to come. 

f 

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to H.R. 160, the ‘‘Protect Medical 
Innovation Act of 2015,’’ which would repeal 
the 2.3 percent excise tax on medical devices 
that was enacted as part of the Affordable 
Care Act. 

I oppose this bill strongly because repeal of 
the excise would increase the deficit by $24.4 
billion over 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 160 is nothing but our 
Republican friends’ latest unpaid-for perma-
nent tax cut bill. 

If H.R. 160 were to become law, House Re-
publicans will have passed unpaid-for GOP 
tax cuts that increase the deficit by a total of 
$611 billion just this year. 

Mr. Speaker, given the real challenges fac-
ing our nation, it is irresponsible for the Re-
publican majority to continue bringing to the 
floor bills that have no chance of becoming 
law and would harm millions of Americans if 
they were to be enacted. 

House Republicans have tried at least 58 
times to undermine the Affordable Care Act, 
which has enabled more than 16 million pre-
viously uninsured Americans to know the 
peace of mind that comes from having access 
to affordable, accessible, high quality health 
care. 

Their record to date is 0–58; it will soon be 
0–59 because the President has announced 
that he will veto this bill if it makes it to his 
desk. 

Mr. Speaker, all sectors of the health care 
industry are benefiting from the projected 25 
million Americans who will gain coverage 
under reform, all were called upon to con-
tribute. 

The medical device tax that H.R. 160 would 
repeal was simply the medical device indus-
try’s contribution to this collective undertaking. 

A repeal of the medical device tax would 
encourage drug companies, health insurers, 
hospitals, clinical laboratories, and home 
health agencies to seek the repeal of their 
own contributions as well. 

According to a study conducted by Wells 
Fargo Securities, increasing the number of in-
sured Americans, will increase medical device 
sales by 3.6 percent over its first decade. 

Moreover, the medical device tax, which 
went into effect in 2013, has not damaged the 
medical device industry. 

In fact, the medical device industry is pros-
pering grandly. 

A recent analysis by Ernst and Young indi-
cates that the medical device industry’s rev-
enue increased by $8 billion in 2013, while 
R&D spending by the industry increased by 6 
percent and employment in the industry in-
creased by 23,500. 

Also, despite industry’s claims to the con-
trary, the medical device tax has not forced 
companies to ship jobs overseas and there is 
no disadvantage for U.S.-based firms. 

Mr. Speaker, our friends across the aisle 
just cannot accept the fact that the Affordable 
Care Act is a success and is making a posi-
tive difference in the lives of more than 16 mil-
lion persons. 

These Americans come from all walks of 
life. 

They are women, who can no longer be de-
nied coverage or be forced to pay exorbitant 
amounts for coverage simply because of their 
sex. 

They are nine million seniors and people 
with disabilities, who have saved $1,600 each 
on expensive and lifesaving prescription medi-
cation. 

And they are this country’s most vulnerable 
citizens; people who are working hard and 
struggling to make ends meet while living in 
near-poverty, and who have been covered by 
Medicaid expansion in 27 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

These benefits have been felt across the 
country, and especially in my home state of 
Texas where: 

1. 10,695,000 individuals with pre-existing 
conditions such as asthma, cancer, or diabe-
tes—including up to 1,632,000 children—will 
no longer have to worry about being denied 
coverage or charged higher prices because of 
their health status or history. 

2. 4,889,000 uninsured Texans have new 
health insurance options through Medicaid or 
private health plans in the Marketplace. 

3. 5,198,000 individuals on private insur-
ance have gained coverage for at least one 
free preventive health care service such as a 
mammogram, birth control, or an immunization 
in 2011 and 2012. 

4. In the first ten months of 2013, 233,100 
seniors and people with disabilities saved on 
average $866 on prescription medications. 

5. 357,000 young adults have gained health 
insurance because they can now stay on their 
parents’ health plans until age 26. 
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In addition to the tangible healthcare bene-

fits for millions of families, the ACA has had 
powerful effects on the financial state of our 
nation. 

Since the passage of the Affordable Care 
Act, we have extended the solvency of the 
Medicare Trust fund by more than a decade, 
and helped save taxpayers $116 billion 
through new Medicare efficiencies. 

H.R. 160 will not make our country better, it 
will not help uninsured Americans obtain cov-
erage; it will cost the medical device industry 
jobs and will increase the deficit. 

It is an irresponsible proposal and should, 
like the previous 58 attempts to undermine 
Obamacare, be rejected. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in voting 
against H.R. 160. 

f 

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SETH MOULTON 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I will vote in 
favor of H.R. 160, legislation to repeal the on-
erous medical device tax, when it comes be-
fore the House today. I have always said that 
I strongly support the repeal of this tax on 
Massachusetts’ growing medical device indus-
try, especially because the tax 
disproportionally affects small- and medium- 
sized medical device manufacturers that don’t 
have the compliance resources of larger com-
panies. I also believe we must responsibly pay 
for the repeal of the tax. In light of our nation’s 
growing national debt, I am hopeful that voting 
in favor of H.R. 160 sends a message to the 
Senate and the President that we must repeal 
this tax and pay for it in a responsible way. 

f 

THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE DE-
FERRED ACTION FOR CHILDHOOD 
ARRIVALS 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mark the third anniversary of the Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program 
established by President Barack Obama and 
which has transformed the lives of over half a 
million young people in our country. 

The DACA program has given aspiring 
Americans of immigrant heritage across our 
country the chance to more fully contribute 
their talents to our society and aid in our na-
tion’s economic recovery. 

I think of DREAMers like Jose Garcia, a 
young student from Los Angeles who was just 
accepted to Harvard University and is a DACA 
recipient. Because he was able to apply for 
DACA, his hard work in school paid off and 
now he can pursue a college education in the 
only country he has ever known. 

Since the DACA program began in 2012, 
there are more than 261,000 young women 
and men in California, who like Jose, have 
been approved for DACA. 

Today, on the third anniversary of DACA, 
we are here to say that we are ready and 
waiting for that opportunity to help all of these 
families who want to come out of the shad-
ows. We’re ready for the President’s executive 
actions on expanded DACA and the Deferred 
Action Program for Parents (DAPA) to move 
forward. 

We’re ready—estamos listos. Y le digo a 
nuestras familias inmigrantes que se 
preparen, porque ya llega el dı́a. [We’re ready. 
And I want to tell our immigrant families to be 
prepared, because the day is coming]. 

Ojalá, en estos proximos meses, podemos 
darles a todos las buenas noticias que estos 
programas vitales del Presidente van a seguir 
adelante. [Hopefully, in the coming months, 
we will be able to convey the good news that 
the President’s vital programs will be able to 
move forward]. 

Mr. Speaker, our families and our commu-
nities look forward to progress on the Presi-
dent’s executive actions as well as the day 
when we finally enact comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. 

f 

FORT BEND CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
BASEBALL 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Fort Bend Christian baseball 
team for a remarkable season. 

The Eagles finished the season with a re-
markable 11–3 record and proudly rep-
resented the entire Fort Bend community. 
They were led on and off the field by captain 
and all-state senior, Trent Bohny. Additionally, 
the Eagles had multiple players selected for 
the all-district teams with honorable state men-
tions, including senior Spencer Paschal, senior 
Derek Smith, and senior Garrett West. These 
prestigious awards are achieved through both 
athletic and academic vigor and are highly 
competitive throughout the state of Texas. We 
are extremely proud of all the men of the Fort 
Bend Christian Academy baseball team and 
look forward to their future accomplishments. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Fort Bend Christian Academy baseball 
team on a successful season. 

f 

HIGHLAND HIGH SCHOOL BULL-
DOGS CLASS 3A BASEBALL 
STATE CHAMPS 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the victory of the Highland High 
School Bulldogs as the Class 3A baseball 
state champions. This is their second title 
since 2008. 

On June 13, 2015, the Bulldogs won the 
Class 3A State Championship in a 7–6 victory 
over Nazareth Academy. I would like to con-
gratulate senior Grant Geppert for scoring the 
bases-loaded single during the seventh inning 
to give the Bulldogs the win. 

I would like to congratulate the Bulldogs on 
their numerous, outstanding defensive plays, 
which kept the Nazarene Academy scoring to 
a minimum. My congratulations go out to the 
entire coaching staff and team comprised of: 
Grant Geppert, Pete Baumgartner, Andrew 
Winning, Tyler Kimmle, Cody Bentlage, Will 
Greenwald, Jordan Smith, Matt Augustin, Grif-
fin Welz, Seth Luitjohan, Mike McGill, Austin 
Brown, Jim Smith, Jarrett Dubach, Tyler Pol-
lard, Sam Greene, Chris Dickman, Nick 
Schmollinger, Kyle Schmitt, Matt Beyer, Trent 
Carriger, assistant coaches Sam Weber, 
Caleb Houchin, Dave Miscik, and head coach 
Joel Hawkins. 

I look forward to the continued success of 
the Highland High School Bulldogs. I extend 
my best wishes for another outstanding sea-
son next year. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF JUNETEENTH AND THE 
22ND CELEBRATION OF THE 
JUNETEENTH URBAN MUSIC FES-
TIVAL IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 150th anniversary of the observ-
ance of Juneteenth in the United States. Even 
though the Emancipation Proclamation was 
signed by President Abraham Lincoln in Sep-
tember 1862, it was not until June 19, 1865 
that Union Soldiers led by Major General Gor-
don Granger announced to the last slaves in 
Galveston, Texas, that they were free. This 
year also marks the 22nd annual Juneteenth 
Urban Music Festival in Memphis, Tennessee. 
To commemorate this day in our history and 
the contributions of African-Americans to our 
nation, the 2015 Juneteenth Urban Music Fes-
tival theme is: ‘‘Celebrating 150 Years with 
Music.’’ 

American music has long embodied influ-
ences of African culture, since the dark years 
of slavery when African instruments such as 
the banjo were introduced to America. Over-
time, African Americans developed their own 
musical style on southern plantations that is 
now heard in nearly every genre of music, in-
cluding gospel, blues, bluegrass, jazz, country 
and rock and roll. This is the true history of 
American music. 

The year’s theme is an especially fitting one 
as Memphis has a rich musical history filled 
with contributions by African Americans. Mem-
phis is home to Royal Studios, which was 
founded in 1957 and is one of the oldest re-
cording studios in the world. Such talents as 
former owner and Memphian Willie Mitchell, 
Bobby Blue Bland, Ann Peebles, and Al Green 
have recorded hits at the studio. Most re-
cently, the studio became the recording home 
of the 2015 Billboard Hot 100 chart topper, 
Uptown Funk, which held the number one spot 
for fourteen weeks. Memphis is also home to 
Stax Records, which is renowned for pro-
ducing the sounds of Isaac Hayes, Booker T. 
& the M.G.’s, Otis Redding, Rufus and Carla 
Thomas, Mavis Staples, the Staple Singers, 
Lalah Hathaway, Albert King, the Bar-Kays 
and many more. Other well-known musicians 
to come out of Memphis include B.B. King, 
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W.C. Handy, Ruby Wilson, Aretha Franklin, 
Kirk and Kenneth Whalum and the Oscar-win-
ning rap group, Three 6 Mafia. 

The 2015 Juneteenth Urban Music Festival 
will honor Memphis’ own, the Bar-Kays, with a 
Legendary Award. With their beginnings at 
Stax producing backup music for other Stax 
artists, the Bar-Kays found their own voice 
and have been credited for creating ‘‘Black 
Rock,’’ which is now known as ‘‘Funk,’’ and 

have recorded 29 albums, of which five went 
gold and one went platinum, as well as 20 top 
ten singles. Some include: ‘‘Shake Your Rump 
To The Funk,’’ ‘‘Hit and Run,’’ ‘‘Freakshow On 
The Dance Floor,’’ ‘‘Move Your Boogie Body,’’ 
and ‘‘Soul Finger,’’ which was used in the 
1985 movie, Spies Like Us, the 2007 comedy, 
Superbad, and the 2012 remake of Sparkle. 
Last year, the Bar-Kays celebrated 50 years in 

the music industry and their music continues 
to be an inspiration to artists worldwide. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a time to reflect upon 
the end of slavery in America and to recognize 
the many influences of African American citi-
zens. It is in this spirit that I ask my col-
leagues to join me in observing our nation’s 
150th anniversary of Juneteenth and the 22nd 
celebrations in Memphis. 
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